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Chair Phillips, Vice President Siew, President Lin, and Distinguished 

Guests,  

 

 Good Morning.  

 

 On behalf of the Institute of Engineering Education Taiwan, I am 

delighted to be here to welcome you all. We have 120 delegates from 

24 countries representing here today. It is certainly a great honor and 

pleasure to host the IEAM 2011, and we have been working very hard 

to bring you a very productive meeting and an enjoyable experience 

in Taiwan.  

 

 IEET became a signatory of the Washington Accord in 2007, and 

since then, we have brought our engineering education to a brand 

new level. The immediate benefit of being part of the Accord is the 

mutual recognition of students graduated from the accredited 
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programs, and we have now seen many successful examples where 

our students are able to secure jobs in other countries because their 

academic degrees are now recognized by the other signatories in the 

Washington Accord. As an accreditation body, it’s comforting to know 

that we are making a difference in those students’ lives.  

 

The other advantage to be a member of the Accord is that the 

constant interactions with the other signatories have kept us as an 

active learning organization; we are always learning, observing, and 

sharing. We became a better accreditation body because of this, and 

we hope our knowledge and experience will not only carry ourselves 

through the many challenges ahead, but also allow us to serve the 

greater Washington Accord community. We have gained a lot in the 

past from our peers, and it is time to give. IEET will always welcome 

the opportunity to provide services whenever we are called upon.  

 

 Based on the agenda of the meetings, we have a lot to 

accomplish this week. Some of the issues will be challenging to tackle, 

and some of the discussions will be long and hard. However, our 
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work here will have significant impact to the future development of 

engineering education and the engineering profession in our 

respective countries. As long as we keep this in mind and stay 

focused, together, we will surely accomplish what we set out to do.  

  

 While we are working hard, we must not forget to have fun! 

Although you missed the Flora Expo, which ended in April and you 

also missed the Dragon Boat Festival, which was a week ago, we can 

assure you that Taipei has a lot more to offer. If you haven’t been to 

our National Palace Museum, you will be happy to know that we are 

taking you there on Wednesday afternoon for a tour. If you are a fan 

of Chinese food, you won’t be disappointed because we have lined 

up some of the best cuisines for you. This Hotel is within easy access 

to just about anywhere in the city. We have jade market nearby and a 

shopping mall just a short walk away. Vice President Siew is an 

important figure in the development of our national economy, and 

he will be expecting YOU to contribute to our economy.  

 

Finally, I hope you will enjoy Taiwan as much as we enjoy your 
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visit. Have a good day and a wonderful meeting. Thank you.  


